 Our Lady of Fatima - Lafayette, Louisiana
9th and 10th Grade Pre-Confirmation Policy – 2011/2012
“Confirmed are made strong and more firmly obliged by word and deed to witness to Christ and to spread and defend the Faith…”

Title II – Sacrament of Confirmation Can. 879 – Canon Law

Pre-Confirmation Philosophy

In our attempt to train, equip and challenge Confirmation candidates to live as soldiers of Christ and bring “good news” to the world, a real and glaring need has become apparent.  At Our Lady of Fatima, we want to target students who do not have access to regular catechetical instruction. To address this need, we intend to provide Pre-Confirmation classes for 9th and 10th grade non-Catholic school students before they enter our Confirmation program in their 11th grade year.  It is believed such a program will better equip all prospective Pre-Confirmation students to live out a commitment to Jesus and the Catholic Church.  

 Pre-Confirmation Expectations for Non-Catholic School 9th + 10th Graders  

1. Registration Forms and Fee Deadline: Pre-Confirmation students must obtain, complete, and submit all Registration forms to the Fatima office. 

a. Registration forms can be downloaded on the parish website www.fatimalafayette.org 

b. Registration deadline is April 1, 2011. 

2. Fees: A $25.00 Registration fee must be submitted before September 9, 2011.

a. Late Registration Fee: A $50 fee must be submitted after September 9, 2011. 

b. Checks payable: Make checks payable to Our Lady of Fatima.

3. Non-Catholic School students must attend the Sunday evening Mass at 5:00 pm., unless they served Mass earlier in the day.  In this case, students should plan to be at Fatima by 6:00 pm.

4. Bring a personal Bible to Sessions:  Each pre-Confirmation student will be expected to have and bring their own personal Bible to sessions.

5. Have a Catholic Catechism at Home:  Pre-Confirmation students will need access to a “Catholic Catechism of the Catholic Church” to complete certain assignments.

Pre-Confirmation Expectations for Excused and Non-excused Absences  

1. Excused Absences for a Pre-Confirmation Session:  If, due to a serious illness, injury, unexpected family emergency or a legitimate conflict outside the control of the pre-Confirmation student, and one is forced to miss a pre-Confirmation session, it is expected that the following procedures will be followed: 

a. Pre-Confirmation student or parent will initiate a timely call to the Fatima office of the problem and leave at least a message on the answering machine. (232-8945 ext. 111)

b. A written, legible, explanation for the absence will be delivered to the Fatima office to the attention of the Director of Religious Education (ATTN:  Jennifer Nunez) by 5:00 p.m. on the subsequent Monday.
c. The note will be signed by both the pre-Confirmation student and Parent/Guardian.

2. Make-up Work for Excused Absence: The pre-Confirmation student will be required to meet with the Confirmation Coordinator within seven (7) days or as soon as possible, to draft a written plan to make amends for all missed work and sessions. It is the responsibility of the pre-Confirmation student to initiate this meeting.  If the student does not initiate and complete a Make-up plan within two weeks of the absence, such an absence will be deemed Unexcused.   

3. Unexcused Absences: Unexcused absences are not considered acceptable.  Any pattern of unexcused absences will be referred to the pastor for his discernment regarding the pre-Confirmation student’s continuation in the program.

Pre-Confirmation Sessions for Non-Catholic School 9th and 10th Graders

Dates of Sessions:  
Session #1 – October 9, 2011 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm 
Session #2 – November 13, 2011 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm

Session #3 – December 11, 2011 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm
Session #4 – January 8, 2012 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm
Session #5 – February 12, 2012 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm
Session #6 – March 11, 2012 – 5:00 to 7:30 pm

Topic of Sessions:  
Session #1 – The Four Last Things  


Session #2 – Jesus and the Resurrection 

Session #3 – Sacraments (Baptism and Eucharist)  


Session #4 – Holy Hour at Church (Candidates report at 3:00 p.m. with Bible + Writing material)   

Session #5 – Challenge of Catholic Morality (Sex, Dating, and Marriage) 


Session #6 – Sacraments (Confirmation and Reconciliation)  
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